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Field trip 2025 

Explore Portugal’s first 
automated textile sorting line 
Hosted by Lipor and Picvisa 
Friday October 17 

Depart from and optional return to Lisbon (field trip is in Porto area) 

See cutting-edge textile sorting in action in this guided tour of Portugal’s first automated waste sorting line. Hear 
about the latest sorting innovations, take part in interactive workshops comparing human and machine 
identification, and meet the teams who created and work with this groundbreaking technology before watching it 
in operation.  

What you’ll experience: 
• An overview of current innovations in textile sorting with leading European tech company PICVISA, which 

installed the sorting line. This will include the latest on shape recognition, knotted versus woven 
identification, and advances in shoe and reuse sorting. 

• A hands-on workshop comparing human and machine-based identification of textile types using the 
ECOSORT system’s near-infrared (NIR) technology. This interactive activity will highlight the real-world 
challenges and value of automation in textile recycling. 

• A live demonstration of the automated sorting line in action, with a tour of Lipor’s facilities.  

Recommended for:  
• Recyclers and sorters 
• Waste managers  
• Recycled fabric manufacturers 
• Anyone interested in automating textile sorting processes 

 
Cost: 150 USD 
 
Includes: 

• Pick-up in Lisbon, travel to field trip facilities outside of Porto, and optional return to Lisbon 
• Guided tour and presentations 
• Interactive workshop 
• Lunch 

 
What to bring: 

• Comfortable footwear and clothing 
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Agenda  

 8:00am Travel from Lisbon 

 11:30am Coffee and brief presentation from PICVISA on the technologies they’re using and recent 
developments. 

 12:00pm Lunch at Lipor’s catering facilities 

 1:00pm An introduction to the facility by Lipor, including the new textile section that they’ve recently 
implemented using PICVISA technology. A hands-on interactive sorting workshop will follow, and 
finally a live demonstration of the automated sorting line.  

 3:30pm Travel back to Lisbon (optional drop-off point near central Porto for those staying in Porto) 

Arrival and departure details: 
• Depart Lisbon at 8:00am for Baguim do Monte near Porto. 
• Return to Lisbon around 7:00pm (Optional drop-off in Porto for those who are staying on in Porto). 

NOTE: Places on the tour are limited. Please register now to secure your place. 

  

Please only sign up for this field trip if you intend to attend. Field trip hosts spend time and financial 
resources to provide this opportunity for our attendees. * NO REFUNDS, credits, or any reimbursements 
will be issued for no-shows. Textile Exchange is facilitating this field trip alongside the conference and is not 
responsible for any details of the trip being offered. Attendee contact information will be shared with the field trip 
host for details and communication about the field trip. 
 
By participating in this field trip, all attendees acknowledge and agree that Textile Exchange acts solely as the 
facilitator of the trip and the field trip host is the organizer. While field trip hosts will take reasonable precautions 
to ensure the safety and well-being of all attendees, it is understood that attendees are individually responsible 
for their own actions and behavior during the duration of the trip. Textile Exchange and the field trip host shall 
not be held responsible or liable for any injury, loss, damage, or expense arising from the negligence, actions, or 
omissions of any attendee or third party during the field trip. Each attendee assumes full responsibility for any 
risks associated with their participation, including but not limited to, those related to their own conduct, health, 
and personal belongings. Attendees agree to indemnify and hold harmless Textile Exchange and the field trip 
host, its officers, employees, and agents from any and all claims, demands, losses, damages, and costs 
(including attorney's fees) arising out of or related to their own negligence or misconduct during the field trip. 

Out of courtesy for others attending, the field trip will remain on schedule as per the agenda outlined by the field 
trip host. No exceptions will be made for late pick-ups, early drop-offs, or any variants to the schedule. It is the 
sole responsibility of the attendee to ensure his or her travel is planned in accordance with the agenda shared by 
the field trip host. It is understood that events outside the control of Textile Exchange and the field trip host, such 
as weather, unexpected occurrences, or safety issues, could lead to cancellation or alteration of the field trip. 
Textile Exchange and the field trip host will make a reasonable effort to notify participants promptly in such 
cases. Neither Textile Exchange nor the field trip host is liable for any loss, damage, or expense, including but 
not limited to out-of-pocket costs or travel expenses, resulting from a field trip cancellation or modification. 


